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of the Asiatic triangle, the apex of which is notched by the indentations of Cadiz, Brest, London and Marseilles, will be criss-crossed with railways built by Western capital, that will discipline in civilizing ways a population ready to take its part in the task of world organization. It seems hard to believe that certain Englishmen, deaf to the appeal of observers like Sir Valentine Chirol, are still hesitating to take into friendly consideration the proposal for the construction of a Trans-Persian railway : a railway that is certain to be built; that, if built by Russia, France and England, will solidify the Triple Entente; that will " help to restore the economic prosperity of Persia/' "strengthen the central authority and pacify the turbulent regions through which it will pass " ; and, finally, will render India an accessibly tangible portion of .the British Empire and insert a prosperous buffer-State between Russia and England. While these hesitations are being prolonged, the Russian Government has launched out on a vast scheme of public works that are to transform its Asiatic possessions. Russia is building, or is about to build, feelers to its great railway across Siberia; another railway from the shores of the Caspian by way of Merv and Bokhara, along the frontier of Afghanistan to Samarkand; still another linking the Volga to the Sea of Aral; and another opening up Turkestan as far as Tashkent. These projects are but a few items in the vast programme which the solid co-operation of the Triple Entente with Japan may carry out in the interests of the economic improvement of Asia, and of the peace of the world during the next twenty years. The detached critic of world-movements may apply to this whole series of schemes the words applied by The Times to the project of the Trans-Iranian: " We only hope that when the moment comes for sifting them they will be judged with greater foresight than was shown by British Governments in the case of the Suez Canal; for fortune may not again enable us to redeem the folly of narrow views."